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the categories of their time, and communism is the
active creation of true liberty which cannot yet be
given by anybody to anybody. It is a voyage of
discover?, but We are certain of one thing. The
liberty which the Roman, the feudal lord and the
bourgeois achieved, proved illusory, simply because
the\ believed that a ruling class could find it, and
impose it on soaety. But we can see that they failed
and man is still everywhere in chains, because they
did not share the pursuit of liberty with their slaves,
their serfs, or the exploited proletariat; and they did
not do so because to have done so would have been
to cease to be a ruling class, a thing impossible until
productive forces had developed to a stage where
ruling classes were no longer necessary. Therefore,
before the well-meaning intellectual, such as Shaw,
seeks this difficult liberty, he must first help to change
the system of social relations to one in winch all men
and not a class have the reins of society in their hands.
To achieve liberty a man must govern himself; but
since he hves in society, and society lives by and in
its productive relations, this means that for men to
achieve liberty society must govern its productive
relations, for a man to rule himself presupposes that
society is not ruled by a class from which he himself
is excluded. The search for liberty only begins in the
classless state, whoa society, being completely self-
governing, can learn the difficult ways of freedom.
But how can this be achieved when its destiny is
planned by a class, or controlled by the higgling of
10